
       
            
 
 
 
 
 
                                      

  
Take the Challenge… 

Open your mind… 

Imagine…Create… Innovate! 

 

Open your mind and learn through the arts: 2018-2019  

A year in review  
 

  



 

What is ArtsSmarts? 

 

ArtsSmarts is the largest education initiative in Canada dedicated to improving the lives and 

learning capacity of learners by including arts into academic programs. The importance of engaging 

young people in artistic activity is critical to their evolution as creative thinkers and doers.  

 

ArtsSmarts 

• ignites young people’s excitement about learning curricula through the arts;  

• inspires collaboration among artists and educators, schools and communities;    

• invests financially and strategically in learning networks at local, regional, provincial and    

national levels to build capacity for arts and educators ;   

• supports a new vision for public educators.  

 

The purpose of the ArtsSmarts PEI Learning Experience is to develop global creative / innovative 

thinkers and doers by integrating the creative process of the arts into school curricula.  

 

The mission of ArtsSmarts PEI is to:  

• offer schools and their communities the chance to emphasize educational activities related to the 

arts; 

• encourage students to develop their intellectual skills by participating in arts activities;  

enable students to be able to find their identity, life balance, and personal well being; and  

inspire artists and educators to work together to integrate arts activities into subject areas with direct 

links to educational outcomes. 

 

The objective is to nurture and develop:  

 

creativity within every person 

creative process 

creative environment 

creative product 

creative teaching 

life balance and  

personal well-being 

  



 
 

Hon. Jordan Brown 

Minister of Education, Early Learning and Culture  

 

 

ArtsSmarts Quick Facts:  

 

Founded in 2004, GénieArtsSmart PEI has created a new way of learning for Island Students.  

In 2018 - 2019 a total budget of $26,045 was invested in 14 Island schools and 4 Early Years 

Centers   

In 2018 – 2019 over 667 students from the Early Years Centers to Grade 12 participated in this 

program  

ArtsSmarts celebrates the learning through conversations, observations and demonstrations.  

       

 

 

 

                          

Education Minister Jordan Brown, teacher Rachelle Ward and artist Linda Shaw Packard observe as Queen Charlotte 

students begin making papier mâché animals as part of their ArtsSmarts project. – The Guardian 



 

 

 
• Exploring and Experimenting 

 uses a range of techniques, conventions, and elements or principles in response to the challenge, stimulus, or inspiration 

 may allow the process to guide further discoveries 

• Producing Preliminary Work 

 commits to choices and process, and works to make his or her purpose clear for an intended audience 

 creates the template, prototype or product (i.e., the embodiment of the idea) 

• Revising and Refining 

 shares preliminary work with peers; invites outside opinions; develops and refines the formal concepts 

 reworks the product, building on strengths and incorporating feedback 

 develops and modifies initial idea; makes choices, adapts, and shapes 

• Exhibiting, Presenting, Performing, and Sharing 

 identifies an audience (e.g., teacher, parents, peers, community) and prepares a strategy and space for sharing the work; finalizes 

his or her production/presentation 

• Reflecting and Evaluating 

 reflects on the process and the degree of success, and identifies further learning 

   goals and opportunities and next steps 
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 Queen Charlotte Intermediate School    
 

 

Project Name :   Scientifically Artistic Ecosystem 

 

Teacher :    Rachelle Ward 

Artist:    Linda Shaw Packard 

Grade Level :   Grade 7 Late French Immersion 

Number of Learners :  24 

 

Curriculum Links: Science, Fine Arts, Language Arts, French Language Arts, Technology and 

Citizenship 

 

Description of Learning Experience: 

 

Learners worked collaboratively and creatively on painting background scenes to represent the 

environment of the ecosystem. This project was a work of collaboration towards one final display 

with the Grade 7 Early French Immersion class. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Queen Charlotte Intermediate School 
 

Project Name :   Scientifically Artistic Ecosystem 

 

Teacher :    Rachelle Ward 

Artist:    Linda Shaw Packard 

Grade Level :   Grade 7 Early French Immersion 

Number of Learners : 33 

 

Curriculum Links: Science, Fine Arts, Language Arts, French Language Arts, Technology and 

Citizenship 

 

Description of Learning Experience: 

 

Learners worked collaboratively to construct and assemble sixteen 3D papier mâché animals which 

represented our island ecosystem. Animals represented were the coyote, fox, rabbit, owl, mouse and 

frog. This project was a work of collaboration towards one final display with the Grade 7 Late 

Immersion class. 

 

                                 



Mount Stewart Consolidated School 

 

Project Name:   Books Have Something for Everyone! 

 

Teachers:    Mary Kendrick and Erin Doucette 

Artist:    Megan Handrahan 

Grade Levels:   Grades 3 and 4 

Number of Learners:  18 

 

Curriculum Links: Language Arts, Social Studies 

 

Description of the Learning Experience: 

 

The learners researched genres of literature which included realistic fiction, science fiction, fantasy, 

horror, mystery, poetry, fairy tale, biography, autobiography, historical fiction, humor, adventure, 

suspense, graphic novel, etc. The learners designed their own unique character to place in the 

installation that reflects the genre. The students learned different techniques in drawing and painting 

and used these skills in the creation of their own character. The circular paintings by the students are 

displayed in the school library, on a background prepared collaboratively with the artist and the 

students. 

 

                               
 

  

               



École Évangéline 
 

Project Name:   Our Francophonie 2019 

 

Teacher:    Chuck Arsenault 

Artists:    Maurice Hashie and Darin Foulkes 

Grade Levels:   Kindergarten to Grade 12 

Number of Learners:  225 

 

Curriculum Links: Music, French Language Arts, Technology, Social Studies 

 

Description of Learning Experience: 

 

With help from the artists and teachers, the learners reflected on their ties with the school and the 

community in creating a video to showcase their heritage and their present learning environment. A 

survey was conducted by the Grade 9 students to encourage students to reflect on their role in the 

Francophonie. The results were compiled in order to create a song and to help in deciding how each 

class could contribute. This project encouraged cultural identity and personal development. 

 



 



École Évangéline 

 
 

Project Name:   Comics – Bullying 

 

Teachers :    Marcel Landry and Charles Bernard 

Artist:    Lynn Gaudet 

Grade Level:    Grade 5 

Number of Learners:  15 

 

Curriculum Links: Arts, French Language Arts, Social Studies, Health 

 

Description of the Learning Experience: 

 

Using wooden panels, the learners created comics with the theme bullying. Students initially learned 

specific elements of comics and discussed bullying. The final project is displayed in the school and 

community center. 
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West Kent Elementary School 
 

Project Name:  Peace and reconciliation drums 

 

Teacher:     Gillian Caissie 

Artist :     Gary Torlone 

Grade Level:     Grade 5 French Immersion 

Number of Learners :   17 

 

Curriculum Links: Math, Science, Music, Social Studies, Art 

 

Description of the Learning Experience: 

 

The students learned about First Nations’ culture as well as other diverse cultures. With the help of 

the artist, students measured and steamed wooden strips to form the frame for the drums. Next, 

students soaked, measured, cut and stretched the goat skins that were used on the drum. Students 

received a visit from Allan Dowling who taught them drum rhythms. They also further explored 

rhythms with the electronic device Makey Makey. Richard Lush from the Mi’kmaq Confederacy 

taught them about the importance of drums in their culture. 

 

                  
 

     



 

Eliot River Elementary School 
 

Project Name:    Books Come to Life! 

 

Teacher:     Stephen Coleman 

Artist:     Terry D. Stevenson 

Grade Levels:    Grades 4, 5 and 6 

Number of Learners:   100 

 

Curriculum Links: Language Arts, Science, Health, Visual Arts 

 

Description of the Learning Experience: 

 

Each class read a specific novel and the students extrapolated key elements that became part of the 

installation. The students, as a result of a novel study, used various mediums of art to represent a 

major theme, symbol or icon that is throughout the novel. Students worked on individual sculptural 

components and combined these works of art into a collaborative piece.  

 

              



 
 

          



 

Queen Charlotte Intermediate School 
 

Project Name:    Four Styles of Jazz 

 

Teacher:     Sylvia Andrew 

Artist:     Rowan Fitzgerald 

Grade Level:     Grade 9 

Number of Learners:   68 

  

Curriculum Links: Music History, Language Arts, Health 

 

Description of Learning Experience: 

 

Students were able to perform four standard jazz charts representing four contrasting styles (ballad, 

swing, bossa nova and rock/funk). The chosen songs were Autumn Leaves, Blue Bossa, All Blues 

and Watermelon Man as the charts. The final performances included improvised solos. One of the 

long term goals was for students to have the skills to organize a jazz combo and be employed to 

perform as part of ‘Always on Stage’ during the summer on Victoria Row.  

 

     
 



Morell High School 
 

Project Name:    Quill Work Design 

 

Teacher:     Rebecca MacDonald 

Artists:     Melissa Peter-Paul and Misiksk Jadis 

Grade Level:     Grade 9-12 

Number of Learners:   8 

  

Curriculum Links: History, Language Arts, Health 

 

Description of Learning Experience: 

 

The Mi'kmaq people have been using various art forms to document and express their culture for 

thousands of years, especially their quillwork designs. The students learned how to quill an 8- 

pointed star design on birch bark harvested here on Epekwitk. The students were taught about 

harvesting protocols as well as the use of quill work over the generations.  

Rebecca MacDonald is the Team Lead Mental Health Clinician for the Morell and Souris area and 

part of the Student Well-being Team.  

 

 

 

       



Early Learning Centres 

 

 
 

Project Name:    The Life of the Butterfly 

 

Artists:     Emily MacDonald – Dance 

     Nicole Allain - Dance 

Lynn Gaudet – Visual Artist 

 
Grade Level:     Early Learning Centres 

 

Number of Learners:    
Jardin des étoiles, Summerside - 30 children 

Île Enchantée , Charlottetown - 40 children 

Angel Keepers , Summerside - 40 children 

Montague & Area Early Learning Centre - 27 children  

 

  

Curriculum Links: Music History, Language Arts, Health 

 

Description of Learning Experience: 

 

Children explored the life cycle of a butterfly through creative movements which were then 

transferred to a visual arts piece. Students gained an understanding of the butterfly metamorphosis 

starting from an egg to a caterpillar evolving into a butterfly by doing various dance steps, shape & 

line making and creative expression through painting.     

 

Vocabulary:  

 

Movements, lines, forms, change, evolve, create, expression, imagine, experience 



                 
 

 



Project Coordination:  A collaboration with the Fédération culturelle de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard and 

ArtsSmartsPEI. 

 

Comments from students, teachers and parents: 

This project gave me the valuable opportunity to integrate different curriculum areas using art-

related activities and gave me ideas for future projects.  –Teacher, Eliot River Elementary 

 

I thought the ArtsSmarts opportunity was a great way to find our artistic self and bond with our 

friends and teachers.  –Grade 6 Student, Eliot River Elementary 

 

This project was a great way for all the children to learn, not just about the topic, but working 

together as a team.  –Parent, West Kent Elementary 

 

The ArtsSmarts activity we did helped me find a more creative, brave version of myself. It was a 

great experience. –Grade 9 student, Queen Charlotte Intermediate 

 

I thought ArtsSmarts was cool because it changed the way we did things normally and I feel like I 

learned new things. It was cool to step out of the box without judgement. It was fun. –Grade 9 

student, Queen Charlotte Intermediate 

 

This is a wonderful example of learning. Students being able to teach others what they have learned. 

–Principal, West Kent Elementary 

 

   

- Grade 4 students. Mount Stewart Consolidate 



Thank you! 

 
•The province of Prince Edward Island 

 

•The Department of Education, Early Learning and Culture 

 

•La Commission scolaire de langue française and the Public Schools Branch 

 

•The Eptek and the Confederation Centre of the Arts Gallery for their continued dedication to   

showcase the learners work in the annual exhibits and special events 

 

•The teachers and the artists who have respected their commitments and shared their knowledge 

during the ArtsSmarts Program  

 

•Parents and volunteers 

 

•The selection committee 

 

•The various businesses and organizations who have contributed to the ArtsSmarts Program  

 

•The Prince Edward Island Human Rights Commission 

 

•The University of Prince Edward Island  

 

•The Fédération culturelle de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard 

 

•The students 

 

                      


